Little Sisters of the “Poor

Villa Guadalupe Spring 2025

Pilgrims of Hope
Jubilee Year 2025

As we celebrate 2025 as the Jubilee Year extend the family spirit of St.
of Hope, we echo in our hearts the prayer Jeanne Jugan that resides here.
of the late Pope Francis: Q’Ls Like St. Jeanne Jugan’s vision,
“Father in heaven may the faith you Q:" I want Villa Guadalupe to be a
have given us in your Son, Jesus Christ, QI place where everyone who enters

our brother, and the flame of charity g experiences the love and peace
enkindled in our hearts by the Holy -~
=

Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope

) .“ of God, which is meant for all.
29 - \.u Through the care we provide for
for the coming of your Kingdom. May Ny o. our Residents, we aim to bring
the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, (- them happiness and joy. I hope our
Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the I activity program will allow them
~ &

treasures of heaven.” _ to discover new talents and grow
This prayer reflects the deep longing for N ™ more aware of God’s love, helping

God’s grace and the renewal that comes 0 them draw closer to Him in the

with a Jubilee year, a time of restoration, final stages of their lives, before He

reconciliation, and spiritual awakening. P ' L GR\‘RC, calls them home to Himself.

Here at Villa Guadalupe, we are filled I also hope that many collaborators

with joy as we continue the legacy of will be drawn to our home by the
hospitality passed down to us by St. love and peace that resides here:
Jeanne Jugan. Her vision of caring for understand thar older adults are generous benefactors, dedicated
those most in need remains our guiding valuable human beings, worthy of employees, and young people —
light, and we are profoundly thankful to love, respect, and compassion.” especially young women, who
God for the generosity and charity that will feel inspired to join us at Villa
fulfill our mission. ¢ “Since I found scripture, I have Guadalupe. I pray that they, too,

May the grace of this Jubilee year stir in found a deeper connection with will experience God’s personal
us the pilgrimage of hope. God. Hope, as the confident love for them, and find happiness

As we reflect on the grace and renewal expectation, has opened my eyes through the service they offer to
of hope, we are inspired to turn our to a deeper understanding of our elderly Residents. In doing so,
focus to those who are at the heart of our what hope truly is. While we read our home will truly become a place
community — our Residents. Each one scripture every year, this year, where everyone feels esteemed,
carries with them hopes, dreams, and truly feel its impact.” loved, and respected.”
prayers.

A few of our Residents, employees, and * “My hope for the upcoming year is *  “My hope for the upcoming year
Sisters shared what their hopes were for that our Home continues to thrive is to grow closer to God, and God
the upcoming year. and last for many more years, willing, to reach heaven soon.”

Whether it’s a prayer for healing, peace providing a loving and nurturing
in the world, or a brighter future, each environment for our Residents.” *  “My hope is to live to be 100, and
offers a wisdom for the future. I would like to see the vegetable

* "My hope for Villa Guadalupe garden become more beautiful and

*  “My hope is that more people is that we continue to foster and inviting”
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Little Sisters of the Poor

Celebrating 25 years of Dedicated Servi
We were thrilled to celebrate a rare milestone at Villa Residents alike. We congratulate Carol on this significant
Guadalupe. occasion!
Carol Smith, our medical secretary, is marking her Our Villa Guadalupe community honored Carol’s
25th year with us! In today’s world, such a long-standing accomplishment with a joyous celebration with the

commitment is rare, and her unwavering dedication to our  auditorium decked out in her favorite color, purple.
Residents and to the Little Sisters has made a lasting impact ~ Residents shared kind words about her time at the home,

on our community. along with congratulations and good wishes. Coworkers
Carol is an essential part of our family, and we are deeply ~ gave her a beautiful bouquet of roses.

grateful for her dedication and commitment to Villa Mother Theresa Louisa presented Carol with an award

Guadalupe. Throughout her years with us, she has helped and certificate along with a Pendleton shawl. It was a

create a warm, loving environment for both staft and wonderful celebration and a day of joy for all!

Faith, Fellowship and Fun with New Friends

We were blessed to welcome the Catholic Mission Group
who came to spend meaningful time with our Residents
during a recent three-day visit.

Representatives from Idaho, Oklahoma, California, and
even one young lady from Chile, joined in on a variety of
activities including morning exercises, and helping with
spring decorations.

The group pitched in to help our Maintenance
Department with some projects, brought delight to the
women who wanted their fingernails polished, and shared in
the family spirit of the Home by serving Resident meals.

They shared their warmth and compassion in one-to-one
interactions as well as by serenading individuals in their
rooms and groups in the auditorium.

sharing in the love of music but also in a renewed sense of joy
and spiritual encouragement with everyone involved.

We look forward to meeting and welcoming more friends
from this group in a few weeks.
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Villa Guadalupe

Spring 2025

Around the Home

The Residents have been swept up in a whirlwind of celebrations
in the past few weeks in the transition to spring — embracing the joy
of Chinese New Year, the excitement of Valentine’s Day, and laughter
during St. Joseph’s Feast Day bingo, where Residents and employees
came together for fun prizes. It is always great fun to gather together

with our Villa Guadalupe family.

The History of Our Work in New Mexico

The Little Sisters of the Poor first came to the Diocese of
Gallup on Dec. 11, 1983, the eve of the feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe.

Concern for the many needy elderly in the area inspired
Bishop Jerome J. Hastrich to ask the Little Sisters of the
Poor to open a Home for the aged in his diocese.

Happy to respond to this need, the Little Sisters
welcomed their first Resident to a temporary Home in a
former church building on Mark Avenue in January 1984.

Little by little, their “family” grew, as more elderly
persons joined them at Villa Guadalupe.

A new, more spacious home, which accommodated
39 Residents, was completed in the spring of 1989 and
dedicated the following Dec. 12.

Almost half of the Residents the Little Sisters care for
are Native American.

In 2000, 12 independent living apartments were added
to the Home.

The Little Sisters of the Poor care for the elderly poor
in the spirit of humble service we have received from our
foundress, Saint Jeanne Jugan.

The tradition of relying on the charity of those in the
community continues today. Our benefactors and friends
are the instruments through which God sustains our work.

The “collecting” Little Sisters are often known by their
“begging van.” Little Sisters go daily to the markets and
places of business seeking food and commodities to offset
operating expenses.

Little Sisters also appeal in Catholic parishes to build
friendships. Visiting parishes deepens friendships we have
already forged and gives the faithful an opportunity to
share in our mission.

If you wish to be a part of our ongoing collections,
email us at clgallup@littlesistersofthepoor.org or call
(505) 863-6894. We would be happy to further introduce

you to our mission and the many ways you can share in it.

www.littlesistersofthepoorgallup.org



Serving the elderly poor in Gallup since 1983.

Mother's Message Ways to Give

Dear Families and Friends, \
/ Recurring Gifts:

If you donate online, you can choose to schedule
donations that repeat automatically
ata frequency that works best for you.

I warmly greet you all in the
name of our dear Residents,
Staff, Volunteers, AJJs and Little
Sisters, in the most Holy Name
of Jesus!

I continue to marvel at God’s Matching Gift:
nearness in our daily lives . To make your donation go even further, check to see
through the smile of a Resident, B if your employer has a matching gift program.
an encouraging note received in the mail, a beautiful sunrise,
a promise of prayers, a rainbow, and assorted donations to Planned Giving:
help our mission. Most of all, God’s presence is in the dai- Consider leaving a legacy of providing for the elderly
ly celebration of the Eucharist in our chapel where we find by choosing Little Sisters of the Poor of New Mexico

nourishment for our souls for our daily earthly journey.

Our new HVAC system, installed last year in our Residents’
unit, was immensely appreciated by them, especially during
the winter season and now we don’t have to worry about the
warmer season. Again, blessed be God forever! This was done
through the generosity of our friends from P & T Enterprise.

We are currently venturing into raising funds for the HVAC
systems needed in the remaining areas of our home, not yet
updated, including our chapel. Our wonderful fundraising
committee planned a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser. We were
happy to see many families and friends there! “If God is with

as a beneficiary of your will or trust.

Honorariums or Memorials:
Give a donation to honor a special person in your
life, to recognize a significant achievement or
anniversary, or to remember a loved one.

Please tell your friends and family what we do at
Villa Guadalupe! We would delighted to add your
friends and family to our mailing list, please let us

us, this will be accomplished,” is probably one of the most know by emailing us at dvgallup@littlesisters.org.
faith-filled sayings of St. Jeanne Jugan, our Mother Foundress,
that we used as an example of the importance of complete We respect your privacy and do not sell, share,

trade, rent or provide personal information to

trust in God’s Providence for the success of this event. ‘
any other entity.

I find it so beautiful that all of you take part in caring for
our Residents by your continued financial and prayerful
support. This highlights the living family spirit so dear to our
Mother Foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan.

MISSION

Please be assured that our continued humble prayers will

accompany all of you, either in sickness or in health, as well as Our mission is to offer the neediest
all of your deceased loved ones. elderly of every race and religion a

Your prayers and sacrifices are also greatly needed and Home where they will be welcomed
appreciated by all of us as we continue as pilgrims of hope to as Christ, cared for as family and
spread the love and joy of our Risen Jesus! We wish a blessed accompanied with dignity until
Easter season to each and every one of you! God calls them to Himself.
May God bless you,

Mother Theresa Louisa
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